LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Clinical Audit of Papillary
Thyroid Cancer Reporting
Format in Sultan Qaboos
University Hospital in Oman

Papillary thyroid carcinoma (PTC) comprises the most common
type of histologically evaluated thyroid cancer in the world. In
Oman, thyroid cancer is the second most encountered cancer
among females, according to the latest cancer statistics 2019.
This clinical audit aims to assess PTC reporting trends in Sultan
Qaboos University Hospital. A total of 144 cases of PTC diag-
nosed between 2021 and 2022 were retrieved. Their reports
were evaluated and matched to the guidelines of PTC reporting
as per the Royal College of Pathologists and the American Joint
Committee on Cancer (AJCC).

All the printed reports were checked for the following parame-
ters: Tumour type, tumour size, tumour focality, vascular inva-
sion, and extrathyroidal extension. There were only two cases
where extrathyroidal extensionwasnotreported (1.5%),andin
twoinstances, vascularinvasionwasnotreported (1.5%).

The overall statistics of the results show that the completeness
of PTC pathology reporting, according to the Royal College of
Pathologists (RCPath) dataset, isaround 96%.

Clinical audits of histology reports are crucial for enhancing
patient care, ensuring accurate diagnosis, and maintaining the
highest quality standards in healthcare. Thus, audits should be
conducted systematically and collaboratively, involving rele-
vant stakeholders to drive positive changes in the reporting
process.’

This audit indicates the consistency of reporting in the depart-
ment. All reporting pathologists adhere to the reporting param-
eters as laid out in the RCPath data set. The results of this audit
are consistentwiththose reportedintheliterature.**

In summary, clinical audit is a fundamental process in health-
care that helps ensure the delivery of high-quality, safe, and
efficientcare. It promotes continuous improvement, accounta-
bility, and evidence-based practice, ultimately benefitting
both healthcare providers and, most importantly, patients.’
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