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COVID-19 and Biomedical Publishing: Challenges and
Prospects
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The currently prevalent pandemic of novel coronavirus infec-
tious disease 2019 (COVID-19), which originated from Wuhan,
China, in December 2019, has spread very fast and profoundly
affected  all  spheres  of  human life  all  over  the  world  in  an
unprecedented manner.1 It is caused by a novel coronavirus
named  severe  acute  respiratory  syndrome  coronavirus  2
(SARS-CoV-2), which was most probably transmitted from bats
to humans.2 Subsequent human-to-human spread of the infec-
tion  was  so  fast  that  it  resulted  in  the  prevailing  global
pandemic in just few months’ time. No part of the planet Earth
is spared from the disease. The disease primarily affects the
upper respiratory tract, but as the number of cases and experi-
ence with the disease grows, it has become evident that it can
involve almost all parts/systems of the body, either directly or
indirectly.3,4

The global response to COVID-19 was equally of an unparal-
leled scale and was partly drawn from the lessons learned
during some other disease epidemics in the recent decades.
The scientific community responded to this deadly threat to
human health in an equally overzealous manner. The amount
of  research,  both  basic  and  applied,  being  carried  out  on
COVID-19 disease, has no precedent in the human history. The
scope of research continues to be broad but is focused on diag-
nostics, and development of vaccines and effective drugs for
the treatment of affected patients. The quick dissemination of
the  research  findings  was  a  big  challenge  for  biomedical
publishing industry and journals in the face of lockdowns, shut-
downs  and  closure  of  almost  all  activities  of  human  life.5-9

COVID-19 pandemic has strained and reshaped the system of
scholarly publishing in more than one ways, which was already
changed  in  digital  era.  Leading  international  journals
published by commercial publishers or big research communi-
ties, which had ample resources and staff, quickly responded
to this challenge and adopted their working style accordingly.
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COVID-19  has  also  changed  the  paradigm  of  publishing
industry.  Leading  international  journals  are  supporting  this
paradigm by encouraging authors to publish. They are doing so
by expedited peer review process, waiver of author processing
changes (APCs), and making the publications fully open access
on COVID-19.  In  fact,  the  journals  are  now actively  seeking
research on COVID-19 to publish quickly and open access. Many
journals,  particularly  the  aforementioned  international  jour-
nals, expedited the publication process for COVID-19 articles
with  median  time  from receipt  to  acceptance  of  6  days  for
journal articles. As a result, the volume of research published in
recent pandemic has no parallels in the past. Other journals,
mostly  from  developing  countries,  with  limited  staff  and
resources, were affected in a different way. Their publication
process was delayed or stopped for some time. Many of these
journals were not prepared to cope with such a devastating
crisis.  Their  editors faced many problems and challenges in
even publishing regular issues on time.7-9 Categorisation of the
submissions on COVID-19 was a challenge for the editors; as in
many cases, the authors did not like to agree with the editors’
decisions. In fact, almost every medical professional who has
interest in medical writing is inclined these days to write a narra-
tive review or short communication on COVID-19; and medical
journals  are  getting  innumerable  requests  to  process  them
which, of course, is not feasible in many instances. This is mostly
due to the fact that the regulatory bodies of different countries
give different weightage to different categories of manuscripts;
and authors wish to publish their articles in high-weightage cate-
gory by any means.

Although the nature of this global public health crisis warrants
expedited publishing, precautions are needed to protect the
integrity of scientific evidence. The rapid dissemination of infor-
mation has underscored some issues with communication of
scientific  results  and conclusions  in  this  time of  heightened
sensitivity and global apprehension. It is important to ensure
that the scientific community is not an inadvertent source of
misinformation and infodemic. This will require a multimodal
approach, with support of all stakeholders including editors,
publishers,  preprint  servers,  authors  and  journalists.  The
paradigm of medical publications has changed, and a concerted
approach is required to maintain a high standard of scientific
communications.7-9

Journal of College of Physicians and Surgeons Pakistan (JCPSP)
was one of the first few Pakistani biomedical journals which
responded to this crisis by publishing a special supplement (sup-
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plement I) on COVID-19. It included a large number (31) and
variety  of  articles  including  Case  Reports,  Review  Articles,
Systemic Reviews, Meta-analysis, Commentaries, and Letters
to Editor.10

This is the second supplement of JCPSP on COVID-19. This issue
also includes 20 articles belonging to different categories on
different aspects of COVID-19 disease. These include 10 Letters
to Editor, 2 Short Communications, 2 Commentaries, 1 Clinical
Practice Article, 1 Systematic Review, 1 Short Article, 2 Case
Reports, and 1 Update Article. We have strived hard to convey
authentic  information  to  the  healthcare  community  quickly,
and hope the readers will find it useful.
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